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PANAGIOTES ROUMELIOTIS 


FEBRUARY 4 (legislative day, JANUARY 10), 1952.—Ordered to be pripeed = 


he 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany S8. 1470] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1470) for the relief of Panagiotes Roumeliotis, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


On lines 6 and 7 strike the words “of his last entry into the United 
States’? and insert in lieu thereof the words ‘‘of the enactment of this 
Act”’ 

PURPOSE OF THE BILI 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of per- 
manent residence in the United States to Panagiotes Roumeliotis. 
The bill provides for an appropriate quota deduction and for the 
payment of the required visa fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 20-year-old native and citizen of 
Greece who last entered the United States as a seaman on April 6, 
1951. He is presently residing with his United States citizen une le 
in Drake, N. Dak. The uncle has no immediate relatives or depend- 
ents in the United States with the exception of a cousin in Minneapolis, 
Minn. and the uncle intends to make the beneficiary of the bill his heir. 

A letter dated October 3, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
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Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 
OcToBER 3, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1470) for the relief of Panagiotes 
Roumeliotis, an alien. 

The bill would provide that Panagiotes Roumeliotis shall be considered to 
have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as 
of the date of his last entry into this country, upon payment of the required 
visa fee and head tax. It would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct 
the quota-control officer to deduct one number from the nonpreference category 
of the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mr. Roumeliotis, a native and citizen of Greece, was born on Feb- 
ruary 22, 1931, in Corinth, Greece. He last entered the United States at Balti- 
more, Md., on April 6, 1951, as a member of the crew of the Steamship Meandros, 
and was discharged to reship foreign. However, he did not reship but proceeded 
to Drake, N. Dak., the home of his United States citizen uncle, Constantin 
Janavaros. Prior to his last entry he had entered the United States on three 
previous occasions as a seaman. 

The files further reflect that Mr. Roumeliotis’ parents, two brothers, and two 
sisters, reside in Corinth, Greece, where his father operates a confectionery store. 
Since his arrival in this country he has been working in his uncle’s store in Drake, 
N Dak 

The quota for Greece, to which Mr. Roumeliotis is chargeable is oversub- 
scribed and an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. In this respect his 
case is similar to that of many other aliens who desire to enter this country for 
permanent residence, but who are unable to do so beeause of the oversubscribed 
condition of the quotas to which they are chargeable. The record presents no 
facts which would justify the enactment of special legislation granting this alien 
a preference over the many other aliens in Greece and other foreign countries 
who are staying abroad and awaiting their turn for the issuance of quota visas. 
Furthermore, in recent years, many aliens have entered this country as seamen 
and have remained beyond the alloted period of time in the hope that they would 
be able to legalize their status. The enactment of this bill would serve to 
encourage others to attempt to circumvent the general immigration laws. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend the enactment 
of the bill. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
De puly Attorne 7] General. 


Roland A. Heringer, attorney at law, Rugby, N. Dak., has sub- 
mitted to the chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary 
the following letter dated January 4, 1952, in connection with the 


bill: 


Law Orrice or Rotanp A. HERINGER, 
Rugby, N. Dak., January 4, 1952. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
( hairman, Committee on the Judiciary. 


Senate Office Building, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator McCarran: I have been in correspondence with Senator 
Milton R. Young of North Dakota in connection with Senate bill 1470 that is 
now in the hands of your committee. This bill, as you know, concerns itself 
with Panagiotes Roumeliotis, who desires to become a United States citizen. 

In connection with this matter I enclose herewith in duplicate affidavits of 
Dr. A. B. Parmenter, Lloyd MeQuoy, O. A. Refling, Gust Janavaras, Henning 
tossebo, and Panagiotes Roumeliotis, and also photostatic copies of certain 
instruments which contain information that is very material and relevant with 
respect to Mr. Roumeliotis. The originals of these instruments will be made 
available to your committee upon request. 

I have personally investigated this case, and from what information I have been 
able to obtain, Panagiotes Roumeliotis is very much respected in the community 
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where he is now living with his uncle, Gust Janavaras. This young man is 
industrious and has been a great deal of assistance and companionship to his 
uncle Gust Janavaras. Mr. Janavaras is the owner and operator of a general 
mercantile business at Drake, N. Dak., and has resided in that community for 
more than 30 years. He is financially responsible, and his estimated worth at 
this time exceeds $65,000. Mr. Janavaras is an unmarried man and has no 
dependents, whatsoever, and all of his relatives with the exception of a cousin 
and the nephew now living with him, reside in Greece. There is little doubt that 
the nephew, Panagiotes Roumeliotis, will some day inherit the entire estate of 
his uncle. 

Panagiotes Roumeliotis, since his arrival at Drake, N. Dak., has been employed 
by Gust Janavaras, and has been and now is receiving a monthly salary. In the 
event Panagiotes Roumeliotis can become a citizen of the United States, it is the 
intention of Mr. Janavaras to educate him so that he will be better prepared to 
operate the retail business of Mr. Janavaras at Drake, N. Dak. 

Mr. Janavaras, as is indicated by the letter enclosed signed by Dr. B. Z. Hor- 
dinsky, is suffering from a herniated intervertebral disc, and by reason thereof 
is unable to do much work which will require lifting of heavy items of merchandise. 

The affidavits enclosed have all been signed by very substantial residents and 
citizens of the city of Drake, McHenry County, N. Dak., and their contents is 
self-explanatory. 

I trust that your committee will make a favorable recommendation in connection 
with the Senate bill above described, and in the event you should require any 
further information regarding this matter, please inform me thereof. 

Respectfully yours, 
Routanp A. HERINGER. 


Copy to Senator Milton R. Young, Washington, D. C. 


In addition to the above, the committee has confidential information 
that the presence in the United States of the beneficiary of the bill 
would be beneficial to the security interests of this country. 

The bill has been amended to conform with the policy of the com- 
mittee in granting permanent residence in the United States to an 
alien as of the date of the adjustment rather than as of the date of 
last entry into the United States. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1470), as amended, should be enacted; 


O 





